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PSALM cxviii. 24. 


Dymma'r Dydd a wnaeth yr Ak- 
 6LwvDD gorfoleddwn, a llaweny- 


chwn ynddo. 


The BRIT I SH Verſion. 


This is the Day which the Lonp hath 
made: We will rejoice and be glad 


in it. 


E have in theſe Words the Inſti- 
Tv 08 tution and Celebration of x Feſti- 
* NARS val. The Inftitution is the Rea- 
ſon for obſerving it: The Celebration is the 


Manner how it is to be obſerved. 


In ſpeaking at large upon the Words of 
my Text, I will 


B I. SHEW 
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I. Suxw you upon what Foundation 
Feſtivals were inſtituted. 


II. How they are to be kept. 
III. I WIII prove, that the Feſtival 
we now celebrate, is eſtabliſhed 


on the ſame Foundation with 
other Feſtivals. 


IV. IwIII point out the ſeveral Uſes 
we are to make of it. 


I. I AM to ſhew you, upon what Foun- 
dation Feſtivals were inſtituted, 


By making of a Day, is to be underficod, 


that ſuch a Day hath been diſtinguiſhed by 


ſome ſignal Deliverance, or extraordinary 
Mercy, that Gop hath beſtowed either upon 
Mankind in general; or upon ſome Nation, 
or Body of Men in particular. Such a 
Mercy, and ſuch a Deliverance, leaves an 
Impreſſion upon that Day in which it was 
wrought, and gives it the Appellation of 

an 


EI | 
an Holy, or High Day. Such was the Day 


of David's Exaltation to the Throne; 
which was a Day of great Mercy and De- 
liverance to the People of Mael: And ſuch 
was the Day of the Reſurrection of our 
bleſſed Loxp; which was a Day of great 
Mercy and Deliverance to all Mankind, 


Tur Jeuiſb Feſtivals were eſtabliſhed on 
this Foundation ; as well thoſe that were or- 
dained by Men, as thoſe that were com- 
manded by Gop ; and were commemora- 
tive of ſomething paſt, or typical of ſome- 
thing future, 


Tux Feaſt of the Paſſover, was a Me- 
morial of the Deliverance of the Mraelites 
from Egyptian Bondage *, and a Type of our 
Redemption from the Bondage of Sin. 


THAT of Pentecoſt put them in Mind of 
the Promulgation of the Law, upon Mount 
Sinai, when they were formed into a Po- 
lity*; and was typical of the Publication of 
B 2 the 


Exodus xii. 14. d The Jews called it Feſſun 
Legis, Deut. xvi. 10, 12. 
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. 
the Goſpel upon Mount Sion: Both which 
Diſpenſations were attended with Circum- 
ſtances equally extraordinary, and bene- 


ficial. 


Tu Feaſt of Tabernacles was inſtitu- 
ted to the End, that ſucceeding Generations 
might know that Gop made the Children 
of Iſrael to dwell in Booths, when he 
brought them out of the Land of Egypt: 
And this evidently prefigured the Nativity of 
our LorD ; for then the Word was made 
Fleſh, and 7abernacled amongſt Men. 


To theſe might be added ſeveral other 
Feſtivals, that were held amongſt the cus; 
but as they were all eſtabliſhed upon the 
ſame Ground, it may be needleſs to men- 
tion them. 


II. I wiLL endeavour to ſhew you how 
they are to be obſerved. 


WE 


* Leviticus xxiii. 42. 43. The Feaſts of Trumpets, 
of Purim, of Dedication and of Fire, were all ſo many 
Memorials of ſignal Mercies. NA 


R 
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We cannot ſuppoſe that the Words We 
e will rejoice and be glad, are of ſuch an 
extenſive Latitude, as to allow us upon theſe 
Occaſions to indulge ourſelves in Riot and 
Exceſs, or in making Proviſion for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof . they teach us 
firſt to give public Thanks toGop for the 
Mercy of the Day, and then to partake of 
thoſe Recreations and Pleaſures, that de- 
* ceive the Cares, ſweeten the Toils, and 
e {mooth the Ruggedneſs of Life. 


Anp ſuch Intervals of Refreſhment are 


proper and neceſſary ; becauſe they naturally 
promote a Man's Health in the ſame Propor- 


tion as an uninterrupted Application to any 


Employment impairs it. And we find that 
our bleſſed Saviour was fo far from forbid- 


ing, that he gave a Sanction to theſe inno- 


cent Comforts, and wrought his firſt Mira- 
cle at a Scene of Feſtivity, where he turned 
Water into Wine. | 


Bur, 


f Rom. xiii. 14. s See Seeds Sermon entitled, The 
Caſe of Diverſions flated, h John ii. 9. 
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Bor, in Order to make ſuch Celebrations 
ſtill more acceptable to Gop, as well as more 
commendable in the Sight of Men, we 
ought to give farther Proofs of our Thank- 
fulneſs by Acts of Charity, in Imitation of 
that moſt gracious Being, who is loving unto 
every Man, and whoſe tender Mercies are 
over all bis Works'. And this Duty is re- 
commended to us with ſome Advantage on 
Days of Feaſting ; becauſe our Tempers 
ſeem to be better adapted to it on thoſe Sea. 
ſons, than at any other Time : For Feſtivi- 
ties generally enlarge the Soul, diſpoſe Men 
to friendly Regards, and render them eaſy 
to be entreated : And are then moſt pleaſing 
to Gor, when they deal their Bread to the 
Hungry, and cover theNaked : When they looſe 
the Bands of Wickedneſs, undo the heavy Bur- 
thens, and let the Oppreſſed go free, and break 
every Yoke *. 


Turs Duty of public Thankfulneſs to 
Gop, and theſe ſeveral Branches of Charity 
to Men in Diſtreſs, though they are pecu. 

liarly 


t Pſalm cxlv. 9. * Iſaiah Iviii, 6. 


1 
liarly enjoined upon Days of Faſting, ought 
nevertheleſs to be our Employment on Feſ- 
tivals; becauſe they are the fitteſt, as they 
are the moſt rational Subjects of our Re- 
joicing 5 


III. IWIIL now prove that the Feſtival, 
we this Day celebrate, is eſtabliſhed on the 
ſame Foundation with thoſe I have already 
mentioned, 


Bur before I enter upon this Proof, it 


will be neceſſary for me to obſerve to you 
that this Inſtitution was calculated for ſo 
many uſeful Purpoſes, that it is a Matter of 
real Concern it ſhou'd ever be diſcontinued. 


But I omit all Reflections upon this Head, 
and only beg Leave to ſay, which I think I 
may do without any Imputation of Flattery, 
that our preſent Meeting receives a conſi- 


derable Weight from, and adds no ſmall: 
Degree of Commendation to, Him, under: 


whoſe Patronage and Protection our ancient 
Feſtival is now revived, 


Bur, 
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Bu to proceed to my Proof.—— The 
Reaſon we give for obſerving it on this Day, 
is, that the Firſt of this Month was dedi- 


cated to the Memory of Him, who was a 


conſiderable Inſtrument under the Divine 
Providence in planting and propagating 
Chriſtianity in the Principality of Wales. 


Tn1s venerable Father of the Church, 
was deſcended from the Royal Family of 
the Britons: He was Uncle to the renowned 
King Arthur, and Son of Xantus Prince 
of Wales, He was a Man of great Learn- 
ing and Eloquence, and of incredible Auſ- 
terity in his Life and Converſation, He 
beftowed great Pains in rooting out the 
Hereſy of Pelagius, and employed much 
Skill in converting many Profeſſors of it to 
the Truth. He was made Archbiſhop of 
Carleon' in Monmouthſhire ;. which See he 
afterwards. removed to Menevia, which in 
the Britiſh Language is called Menew'; 
and hath ever ſince borne the Name of Tj- 
DOE, which in the Engliſb Tongue, is 

” Davids 


1 Which ſigniſies a Frith. 


191 

David's Houſe. He lived Sixty Five Years 
in this Character; and after he had built 
twelve Monaſteries in the Country there- 
abouts, died in the Vear Six Hundred and 
Forty-two; being himſelf according to the 
Britiſh Hiſtory, an Hundred and Forty-ſix 
Years old “. 


RELIGION was burthened with but few 
human Inventions in his Days; and: the 
Church incumbered with as few Abſurdities. - 
But it muſt be allowed that not many Years 
after his Time, this-ancient- See; to which he 
belonged, began very viſibly to loſe its Re- 
. putation through the Corruptions of his 
Succeſſors: And yet ſo great a Reſpect was 
paid to the Memory of David, that his 
Countrymen continued this Feſtival, which 
was inſtituted the Vear after his Death, in 
honour to his Name: And Pope Calixtus 
the Second, according to the extravagant 
Preſumption of the Church of Rome, ca- 
nonized him about five Hundred Years af- 
terwards. | 


C SOME 
® See Cam. Brit. Lel. Itinerary. Bale's Brit. Hiſt. 
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Some Popiſh Legends report many 
Things of him that are quite incredible: 
As that his Birth was foretold thirty Years 
beforehand: That he was always attended 
by Angels who kept him Company: And 
that he beſtowed upon the Waters at Bath, 
that extraordinary Heat which they now 
have : With ſeveral other Stories of the like 
kind, that are not worth rehearſing. 


BuT the Errors of ſucceeding Ages are 
no ſtains to his Character, and caſt no Diſ- 
grace upon his Profeſſion, On the contrary, 
the Piety of his Life, his extenſive Charity, 
and the vigilant Care he took of the People 
committed to his Charge, are ſtanding 
Monuments of his Worth, and will render 
his Memory valuable to lateſt Poſterity. 


Tx1s then is the Foundation, upon which 
this Feſtival was eſtabliſhed ; and for which 
it now deſerves to be celebrated : Becauſe it 


is in moſt, if not in all Reſpects, agreeable 


to the Pattern of thoſe ancient Inſtitutions 
that went before it. 
ITs 


mem 


ITs Antiquity likewiſe may very juſtly 
claim ſome Degree of Veneration, for the- 
Britiſh Annals tell us, that it was founded fo 


early as eleven Hundred and eleven Years 
ago. 


As for the Badge of Diſtinction that we 
wear upon this Occaſion, it is of a much 
later Date than the Hiſtitution itſelf: Be- 
cauſe it was not begun till the Reign of 
Edward the Third; but was then taken up 
as an honourable Reſpect, and hath been 
continued ever ſince as a memorable Tro- 
phy of Britiſb Valour.“ 
| Havins thus accounted to you for the 
original Inſtitution of his Feſtival——T will 
add one Argument more as a collateral 
Reaſon for reviving it now, and for con- 


C2 tinuing 


n See Shakeſpeare's Life of King Henry V. Act 4, Scene 
14 ; where Fluellen refers to the Origin and Uſe of this 
Badge. I think Barnes in his Hiſtory of Eduard III. gives 
us an Account, that in a Battle fought in France under Ed. 
ward the Black Prince, 6000 Velſbmen made Uſe of this 
Badge to diſtinguiſh themſelves from their Enemies ; who 


in every other Reſpect, were dreſſed and armed in the ſame 
Manner with theſe We//men. 
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tinuing it for the future: That is, our 
Country demands from us this Mark of 
Eſteem and Affection, becauſe it is the 
Channel by which Providence conveys and 
ſecures to us, many of the Blefſmgs which 
we enjoy in this City : And the Reſpect and 
Gratitude we owe it on this Account, is a 
Branch of the Love of Gop, as well as of 
the Love of our Neighbour. 


Paxxevnics upon the Fruitfulneſs of 
our native Soil, and the Hoſpitality of its 
Inhabitants, are not altogether pertinent to 
my Text, and as they are Subjects which 
have been ſo often, and ſo judiciouſſy hand- 
led by others, who have gone before me 
upon this Occaſion, ſo it wou'd be but vain 
to attempt them. I ſhall therefore go on 


IV. To point out the ſeveral Uſes we are 
to make of his Feſtival. 


_ Travs already ſhewn you for what Ends 
ſuch Inſtitutions of old were calculated ; 
and thoſe may ſerve us as ſo many Patterns 
to direct our Conduct on the preſent Oeca- 
ſion. And, I. Wt 


[73 ] 


I, Wr are ſo many Friend, Citizens, 
and Quntiymen met together to rejoice, 
and be glad. To rejoice in the Acknows 
ledgement of divine Mercies, and to con- 
memorate the Name and Virtues of ' that 
venerable Man, to whom this Day we 
dedicated: To enlarge our Acquaintames, 
cement our Friendſhip, and to enjoy the 
Good of our Labour. This is What the 
royal Plalmiſt means by the Words . we 
** will rejoice and be glad, in Oppoſition 
to a penurious and avaricious Diſpoſttisf'; 
which is a Blemiſh unconſtitutional to ati 
ancient Byiton, and therefore very rarely to 
be ſeen in his Character. 


Tus Practice of holding Feſtivals hath 
been allowed both by Jews and Chriftrans. 
The former where appointed to meet three 
Times a Year at Jeruſalem to feaſt and re- 
joice before the LoxD: And the latter for 
near two Centuries after our Saviour had 
their Feaſts, wherein they met both Rich 
and Poor to enjoy, and make merry one 
with another, I 


IT 


2 — ͤ ea > Dna ⏑———— wc 


oo 


. b a Le As a l 8 » 8 =_ p = by w 3 J 
1 . OSD TOs SOIT Z 
SS! - ls \ . 


4 

. 

ö 9 
7 


4% * 
rr 1 — 


— 


o 
* 
1 + ih as 33 oh _— 1 


— 3 oe — 4 


r — 
. 5 


Wanne 


15 — [ES FE # 
og * _ . * 
ar 


— — 


1 j 
* * 
— — 8 
ry .. 


KK BD ETD Se TS oO 
— nite 7 F 8 g . 


1141 


Ir is true that theſe Feaſts were at length 
diſcontinued, on Account of the Luxury 
and Exceſs that they occaſioned. But this 
is only a Reflection upon the Abuſe of a 
Thing which otherwiſe may be innocent 
and commendable: For the moſt laudable 
Inſtitutions are liable to be perverted to ill 
Purpoſes. + However, this Conſideration 
ſhould make us ſo much the more cautious 
in our. Behaviour, leſt we fall under the 
ſame Inconveniences. Therefore we ought 
not to exceed thoſe Bounds of Rejoicing, 
which our Inſtitution, as well as our moſt 
holy Religion preſcribes to us; but to avoid 
all Exceſs, both as to our Pleafure and 
Time, and to uſe the Bleſſings of Heaven, 
with ſuch Temperance as not to abuſe 
them. 


II. AxorHER Uſe we are to make of his 
Feſtival is to adminiſter Relief to our diſ- 
treſſed Countrymen to deal our Bread 
to the Hungry and to cover the Naked: 
Which is a Duty inculcated upon us both 
by Reaſon, and Scripture. But 


I. LET 


[ 15 ] 


I. 'LET us conſider how far Reaſon; or 
moral Equity will oblige us to practiſe it. 


Tu E moſt obvious moral Obligation that 
occurs to us is Gratitude. 


IT is allowed by all Men that thoſe 
Treaſures and Poſſeſſions which render us 


capable of doing beneficent Acts, are the 


Gift of Gop, who is the pure Fountain of 
all Good, and giveth us all Things richly to 
enjoy *. He daily loadeth us with Bleſſings ; 
and our very Beings, and that infinite Va- 
riety of Circumſtances that makes them 
happy, entirely proceed from the divine 
Bounty and Goodneſs. And if common 
Favours may equitably demand common 
Gratitude from one Man to another, cer- 
tainly the Bleſſings of Providence may much 
more deſerve a proportionable Thankfulneſs; 
and ſince Charity to our fellow Creatures is 
the only Means we have of giving Teſti- 
mony of our Gratitude to Gop, then we 
cannot well withhold it from- them. We 

cannot 
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cannot in Reaſon or Juſtice refuſe ſo ſmall 
a Tribute to him, who hath beſtowed upon 
us oyr whole Wealth. He ſhowers down 
his Favours upon us in the greateſt Plenty; 
and every Moment we live we depend upon 
Him for the Preſervation. of "ourſelves, and 
Families. Therefore we muſt be ungrate- 
ful to a Proyerb, not to give an indigent 
Creature that applieth to us in his Name, 
ſuch a Portion of our Abundance, as may 


be neceſſary to his preſent Subſiſtence. 


Nay this wou'd not be Ingratitude only, 
but Imprudence too; ſince it is according 
to the Meaſure of our Beneficence, that Gon 
dath afford us Comfort in this Life, and 
will make us happy in the next. 


II. Bur if Reaſon doth ſtrongly urge this 
Duty, Scripture commandeth it much more 
ſo. For we find that Charity is inculcated 
no leſs than four Times in one ſingle Chap- 
ter of the Book of Deuteronomy . There 
the Jews were commanded not to harden 
their Hearts againſt their poor Brother ; but 
to open their Hands wide to, him, to give 

him 


Deut. xv. 


171 
him ſurely without Grief, and to let him 
have ſufficient for his Need in that which 
he wanteth. Not only to provide him Food 
and Raiment, but alſo to furniſh him with 
Houſhold Goods, and ſuch other Conve- 
niences, as would make him live comforta- 
bly, and appear like the reſt of his Brethren. 
The whole Neighbourhood in which he 
lived was obliged to contribute ſo much to 
his Relief as might place him in as good a 
Way of Living as he had been in before. 
And if any Man fell ſhort in his Liberality 
in this Reſpect, he was always cenſured, 
and looked upon as a Man of an evil Eye. 


Tur Jews were a People that never were 


eſteemed too mild or too generous; but ra- 
ther notorious for narrow and rigorous Prin- 
ciples. A People to whom the beſt Rules 
and Precepts were not then vouchſafed, 
and who cou'd not, for that Reaſon be ex- 
pected to arrive at that Degree of Perfection, 
to which the Doctrine and Example of our 
Saviour may be thought to advance Chriſti- 
ans. And yet you ſee that the uncharitable 

D Man 
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Man in. that Age was almoſt a Proverb of 
Reproach ; and when he ſhewed no Senti- 
ments of- Humanity, he was judged utterly 
unfit for human Society. 


BuT befides theſe Commands, there are 
alſo high Commendations of this Virtue in 
Scripture, and great Motives to practiſe it. 
For when Gop exhorteth his People to Re- 
pentance, he always recommends thoſe par- 
ticular Virtues that are moſt likely to pro- 
cure their Peace, and to ſecure their Par- 
don. And amongſt theſe ſeveral Virtues he 
principally enjoins them to ſeek Judgment, 
and to relieve the Oppreſſed; to judge the 
Fatherleſs, and to plead for the Widow ; 
and promiſeth to remit their Offences, if 
they wou'd obey him in theſe reaſonable 


Commands. Thus the Prophet Daniel en- 


courages Nebuchadnezzar to break off his 
Sins by Righteouſneſs, and his Iniquities 
by ſnewing Mercy to the Poor, as the ſureſt 
Means of aſſwaging the Wrath of Gop, and 
of lengthening his own Tranquility * : For 

by 


1 Dan. iv. 27. 


by Mercy and Truth Iniquity 3 is purged, 
And our Saviour himſelf hath given us an 
undoubted Proof of the high Eſteem in 
which he held this amiable Grace, when he 
adviſed his Diſciples 70 ſell all that they had 


and to give to the Poor. 


BuT not to mention more Inſtances of 
this Sort, I will juſt obſerve to you, that 
whenever Religion is abridged or drawn out 
into a few particular Precepts; whenever 
the weightier Matters of the Law are ſingled 
out in Scripture ; Mercy and Charity always 
have a principal Place; and are commonly 
enforced as Duties of the greateſt Concern- 


ment and Importance. And it is alſo very re- 


markable, that where the Scriptures recom- 
mend great and eminent Men, as Examples 
worthy of our Imitation, their Beneficence 
generally is the beſt Part of their Character. 
This likewiſe is true of him, whoſe Me- 
mory we this Day celebrate: For though 
Hiſtory informeth us, that he diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf in all lovely and commendable Vir- 


tues 


CLTute xii. 33. 


120 
tues, the greateſt of theſe was Charity But 
it is no Wonder that ſuch a peculiar Defe- 
rence ſhou 'd be paid to this excellent Virtue, 
eſpecially ſince it is ſtiled in Scripture, the 
fulfilling of t. the whole Law *; and is there 
looked upon as the higheſt Ss of our 
Sincerity towards Gop, and of our Love 
and Regard to our Neighbour, 


Bur when we add to theſe Motives the 
mighty Advantages of eternal Life, and 
Happineſs i in another World, nothing more 
can be expected or deſired to recommend 
the Duty. The Effects and Conſequences 
of being charitable or penurious, are fo 
vaſtly different, that no Man of a tolerable 
Underſtanding can long heſitate about it. 
Glory, Honour, and Immortality, are pro- 
miſed to the one: And eternal Shame, and 
Pain, and Miſery, will be the unavoidable 
Portion of the other; for the Mouth of the 
Loxp hath ſpoken it. 


3. And 


* Rom, Xiu. 10. 


% 


3. Aud Lofth, Taar no  Diffentions inky 
diſgrace this Feaſt of Charity, give me 
Leave to recommend to you, Order and 
Harmony, as the moſt likely Means of 
uniting and ſupporting our Society, to that 
noble Purpoſe, of enabling it in a few Years, 
to relieve the Diſtreſſed and Indigent amongſt 
us. On which Account, let us, if it be 
poſſible, avoid all Kinds of Diſputes ; or at 
leaſt, manage them with Decency and Mo- 
deration. Let us uſe no perſonal Reflec- 
tions; and ſubmit ourſelves to Conviction 
with Cheerfulneſs, as well as endeavour. to 
convince others without Reproach. Let not 
any Difference in Principles occaſion a Diſ- 
union of Hearts : But let us converſe like 
Brethren, with Confidence, with Freedom, 
and Complacency. And however we differ 
in other Reſpects, let us all heartily agree in 
being dutiful to Gop, faithful to the King, 
and affectionate to one another; adorning 
ourſelves with all the Virtues and Graces of 
uſeful Citizens, loyal Subjects, and good 
Chriſtians. Which that we may all do 


* 


may 


[22] 
may Gon of his infinite Mercy grant, for 
his. dea ; Son's Sake Jesus. CuRTISA our 
Lond. To whom with the Father, and 
the Holy Ghof, all Honour, Majeſty, and 
Power be given, both. i and ! ever- 


more. Amen. 0 


